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passed this week. It is going to be
signed by the President, hopefully this
week or next week.

I want to thank Senator WHITEHOUSE
and Senator BOOKER. It is a very bipar-
tisan bill. It passed here, passed the
House—a really important issue.

By the way, the Trump administra-
tion is doing a good job on this issue.
Even the U.S.-Mexico-Canada NAFTA
agreement has a provision, and we are
pressing for that, on this ocean debris
problem. This bill is going to do a lot
to help with this challenge. It passed.
A bipartisan group of Senators strong-
ly supported that. It passed this week
and is being signed into law here soon
by the President. That is good news.

I am pretty sure no one wrote about
it, but if you look at global challenges
for the environment—the ocean pollu-
tion, plastics, ocean debris challenge is
a big one.

Again, I want to thank Senator
WHITEHOUSE, in particular—great lead-
ership on this issue. We are taking im-
portant strides on this. He and I are al-
ready working on SOS 2.0, and I guar-
antee that is going to pass.

That is a bipartisan achievement,
protecting our oceans, getting the
world to clean up plastics, ocean de-
bris. That is not bad for 1 week in the
Senate, right? Hopefully someone will
write about that. It was very bipar-
tisan, that is for sure.

Another one that was signed into law
3 weeks ago is a bill that is really im-
portant to me, and it is one of the first
bills I introduced as a Senator when I
came here 3% years ago, called the Pro
bono Work to Empower and Represent
Act—the POWER Act. That is what it
is called, the POWER Act.

This is a bill that I worked on very
closely with Senator HEITKAMP, a Dem-
ocrat from North Dakota. She and I
worked on this bill for over 2 years. It
passed the Senate and finally passed
the House and came back, had a couple
more elements to it. We got it passed
again, and the President signed it 3
weeks ago.

What does the POWER Act do? Well,
we all know America has big chal-
lenges with regard to sexual assault
and domestic violence. My State has
huge problems with this horrible, hor-
rendous issue. The POWER Act,
through getting lawyers to step up and
help victims and survivors of domestic
violence, is going to provide more legal
resources and services to victims of do-
mestic violence and sexual assault.
That is a pretty important topic, a
pretty important issue for America.

Think about this: If you are an ac-
cuser—if you are someone who is a per-
petrator of one of these horrendous
crimes, a sexual assault crime—you get
a Sixth Amendment right to counsel.
That is under the Constitution. If you
are the victim, you get nothing—noth-
ing. Well, our bill, which is now the law
of the land, is going to help change
that. We envision an army of lawyers
all over the country helping these sur-
vivors. So that passed. It is bipartisan.
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It passed 3 weeks ago. It is an impor-
tant issue, certainly, for Alaska but
also for the country. We all know that
we can do much better in this area, so
that is going to help. I think it is going
to help thousands of survivors person-
ally as we work to implement it. That
is good news. It is bipartisan.

What else? NAFTA. This isn’t in the
Senate yet, but it will be coming our
way. The President and his team an-
nounced that they have reached agree-
ment with Mexico and Canada on an
updated NAFTA agreement. I think
most Americans think that is very im-
portant. We will see if it is bipartisan.
I certainly have been one who has been
encouraging the President and his
team. I am working hard on making
sure we get there and address some of
our other economic challenges and
trade challenges. But that was an-
nounced a couple of days ago. That is
good news.

We have to get to the details of it.
We will debate it here on the Senate
floor. It is important for the country,
for our allies, for the American worker
and American families. That is posi-
tive.

Then, related to NAFTA, of course, is
bipartisan good news that should make
every American smile; that is, finally
we are once again unleashing the
might of the U.S. economy—something
I know the Presiding Officer cares a lot
about, and certainly it is a bipartisan
issue. We would rather have 4.2 percent
GDP growth like we had last quarter
than 1.5 GDP growth, which was the
average over the last 10 years. There is
a debate here—it is a healthy debate—
on what is causing this robust eco-
nomic growth. I think it is tax reform
and regulatory reform and unleashing
the promise and power of American en-
ergy. So there is a debate here, but
there is no debate on the fact that ev-
erybody in this body, I hope, thinks
that 4.2 percent GDP growth, thinks
having the lowest unemployment rate
in almost 50 years, thinks having
wages finally start to go up after being
stagnant for 20 is good news. It is good
news, and everybody here should have
bipartisan agreement on that. We will
debate how we sustain it, how we keep
it going, but nobody debates that it is
bipartisan good news.

So I am just going to ask my friends
in the media—it is not 1850; sorry, I
know conflict sells. We are not on the
verge of civil war. We don’t all hate
each other; we actually like each
other. We work together. I certainly
respect my colleagues here. Yes, we
have our tough debates; we are having
one right now. But for my friends in
the media, it is OK to report on bipar-
tisan successes. I just gave examples of
a number of bipartisan initiatives that
occurred over the last 4 to 5 weeks that
are actually really good for the Amer-
ican people. They are good for the peo-
ple I represent back in Alaska.

But even if you are not going to read
about this or see it on TV, for anyone
watching, for the people in the gallery,
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for my constituents back home, there
is a lot going on here that is bipar-
tisan, that is significant, that helps us
address challenges like opioids, helps
us take advantage of industries like
the aviation industry which, for Alas-
ka, is so important. So keep the faith.

Again, to my friends in the media, it
is OK to report on bipartisan successes.
The American people care about them.
You might not care about them, but
the American people do. So let’s work
together and try to make sure every-
body is understanding that there is
some important work being done here,
and a lot of it is going to help the peo-
ple we represent.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate en-
gage in its routine legislative wrapup
as in morning business during today’s
session of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————
FAA REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today
the Senate passed a preconferenced
Federal Aviation Authority bill with-
out amendment offered or accepted by
myself or my colleagues. I voted
against this bill primarily for three
reasons.

First, this FAA reauthorization does
not include a critical and necessary
consumer protection bill, the FAIR
Fees Act. The FAIR Fees Act would
have limited the amount that airlines
could gouge consumers when they
wanted to change flights. Now, without
this provision, working Oregonians will
still have to pay absurd prices, such as
$200, to change a simple $80 flight.

Second, Senator MERKLEY and I had
introduced legislation to qualify the
Crater Lake-Klamath Regional Airport
to receive Hssential Air Service fund-
ing, and despite our attempts to in-
clude it to this 5-year FAA authoriza-
tion, the legislation was excluded. The
airport near Klamath Falls is currently
without commercial air service, and
Essential Air Service funding would
help them recruit an airline to return
commercial air service to the region. I
was disappointed this important provi-
sion was not included by either the
House or the Senate because it would
have increased economic development
and tourism for the Klamath region. I
will continue to pursue any and all
avenues to help restore commercial air
service to the Crater Lake-Klamath
Regional Airport, a must for quality of
life and economic development in the
Klamath Falls area.

Third, this bill includes the Pre-
venting Emerging Threats Act, legisla-
tion aimed at empowering Federal
agents to prevent drone-based crime.
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